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CHAPI'ER V,

T was o Hitle ofter sunset on May
0, 1805, when young Duncan went
mshiore from the towbont st Calro
The town was ablage with fire

works, for o local celebration of the
elose of the war wis In progress as s
made hin way up the slope of the leves
throtugh n narrow pissngoway that ran
betwoen two monntainons plles of cot.
ton bales. At other poluts there were
equnlly great pllea of eorn and onts In
sacks, pork In barrels, hams and bacon
in boxes and fner goodn of every kipd
In bules nud packiug vases, for Calfe
was just at that thine the buslest en.
trepot (o all thie Nisslsslppl valley.

The town was smill, but fta business

" wan Inrger than that of many great

eition, The lttle clty Iny at the point
where the Ohlo river runs Into the Mis
wlawippl,  From ap nid down the Mis
winsdppl, fram the Ohbio, from the Ten.

| tn dealing with these marauders, But

pessee amd the Cutnberland and even |

from for up the Missourl grent fleets
of stedmbonts were lunding ot Calro

overy duy (o lomd and unlond cargoes |
representing o wenlth as great as that |

of the Lindles A doulle bended ral)

roud fromw the north earrylug the prod. |

pee of half o Qugen states and con
necting by
great cltle
Dus 6t Cadro
south — traversing five
thielr Moes ot Colurm s
down the river, and were

of the lind made Ity terml-

sinles endisd
i Httle farther

other ronds with all the |

I'wo rallronds from the |

conneetisd

with the porthern lines by steamhonts |

from Canlro

Calro win the meeting place of com |

merce between the north and the south
Out of the upper rlvers eame lght
draft stegmers, Plying the river below
wore stenmers of far different cown-
struction by reason of the eanler con-
ditlons of navigation. At Calro every
steamboat, whether from north or
south, unlonded Its freight for reship-
ment up or down the river, as the cane
might be, upon steamboats of a differ-
ent type or by rull. Aud all the freight
brought north or south by rall must
also be transferred at Calro, either to
river steamers or to rallroad cars,

The south was stlll thronged with
morthern troops, numbering hundreds of
thousands, who must be fed and cloth-
ed and otherwlse supplied, and so the
government's own trafle through the
town was In {tsclf a trade of vast pro-
portions, Bul that was the smallest
part of the watter. Now thut the war
was at an end the south wan setting
to work to rebulld Itself. From the
Qumberland and the Tennessee rivers,
from the lower Minslusippl, from the
Arkansas, the Yazoo, the Red river,
the White, the Bt. Francis and all the
maat of the waterways of the south en-
ergetic men of broken fortune were
hurrying to market all the cotton that
they had mannged to grow and to save
during the war, In order that they
might get money with which to buy
the supplies needed for the enltivation
of new crops,

Pretty nearly all this cotton came (o
Calro, either for sale to edger buyers
there or for shipment to the east and
f market,

In return the planters and the south-
orn merchants through whom they did
business were clamorous for such
goods as they needed, Graln, bLay,
pork, bacon, agricultural implements,
seed potatoes, llme, plaster, lumber
and everythiug else necessary to the
rebullding of southern homes and In-
dustries was pouring into Calro and
out agaln by traln loads and steam-
boat cargoes night and day.

As Gullford Duncan emerged from
the alleywany between the cotton hales
and reached the street at top of the
levee a stlll burning fragment of the
fireworks fell upon & bale of which the
bagging was badly torn, exposing the
lint cotton In a way very tempting to
fire, With the Instinet of the soldier
be Instantly elimbed to the top of the
plle, tore awny the burnlng bunches of
lint cotton and threw them to the
ground, thus preventing further byrm.,

Ax he climbed down agaln a man
confronted Llm.

“Are you & watchman?' asked the
mnn, -

“No; I'm only
work." . . e

“Why dld you da.that, then?" queried
the stranger, polnting to the still horn-
fug cotion scattered on the m‘mm’ﬂ.

“On general prineiples, 1 suppose,"
answered Duncan, “Fhges would bhave
been n terrible fire If 1 hado't."

“What's your name?"

“Gullford Duncan.”

“Want work "

“"l’-.-“

“What sort "

“Any sort—for good wages." That
last phrase wag tho result of his stoker
experlence,

“Well, do yon want to watch this
cotton tonight and see that no harm,
comes to It, elther from fire or—what's
worse—the cotton thieves that go down
the alleys, pulling out all the lint they
¢an from the torn bales?"

“Yes, If I can have falr wages,”

“Will $8 for the might be fair

wages '
L

g
n man In search of

H Captain
In the Ranks
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“Yes—ample. How far does your
frojght extend up and down the levee?"”

“It's pretty nearly all milne, but”1
bive other watchmen om other parts
of It. This In a new cargo. Your beat
will extend”— And be gave the young
man his boundaries,

“You'll be off duty at sunrise, Come
to me at 7 o'clock for your pay. I'm
Captaln Wil Hallam. Anybody In
Calro will tell you where my office fia,
Good night.”

The nlght pussed without event of
consequence, There were two or three
little fires born of the holliday celebra-
tlou, hut Gullford Duwcan managed
to suppress them without dieulty,
Later In the night the swarm of cot-
ton thieves, malnly boys and girls, In
vaded the leves, with bags convenlent.
ly slung over thelr shoulders. As there
woro practically no policemen In the
fown und ns his beat was n large one,
young Duncan for a time had diiculty

after he had arrested balf o dozen of
them only to find that there were no

“Why did you do that, thent"”
pelice oflcers to whom he eould turn
thom over be adopted a new plan. He
secured a heavy stick from a bale of
bay, and with that he clubbed every
cotton thief he could eateh. As a sol-
dler It was bis habit to adapt means to
ends, so be hit hard at beads and selz
ed upon all the stolen goods, Thus
passed Guilford Duncan’s first night
as a common soldler In the great army
of lndustry,

In the morning at the hour appolnted
bie presented himself to Captaln Will
Hallam and was taken Into that per-
son'a private office for an Interview,

CHAPTER VI,

APTAIN WILL HALLAM was
a man of the very shrewdest
sénse, falrly though not liber-
ally eduented, whose life from
boyhood onward had been devoted to
the task of taking qulek advantage of
every opportunity thut the great river
traflic of the fiftles had offered to men

of enterprise and sound Judgment.

Boginning as n barefoot boy about
1850 or earller-he never mentioned
the date—he bad “run the river” (o all
sorts of eapncities until when the war
came, temporarlly paralyziog the river
trade, be bad a comfortable little sum
of woney to the good.

Unpable to foregee what the course
and outcome of the war might be, be
determined ns a measure of prudence
to Indulge himself aud his little hoard
In a perlod of safe waiting. He con-
verted all his possessions Into gold and
feposited the whole of It In o Cana-
fiinn bank, where, while It earned no
lnterest, It was ot uny rite perfectly
sufe,

Then he gsonght and secured o elerk-
ship In the commissary department of
the army, Hvlng upon the seant salary
that the clerkship afforded and wean
while aequainting biwsel! in minute
detall with the food resources of every
quarter of the country, the means und
methods of trausportation nd  han
dling and everything else that coull in

maiter [n conumeree, -

Then one duy In 1863, when he had

ﬂl!”?fj'll‘ll bimsell that. the fortunes of
war were detinltely tuening and that
in the cnd the Unlon cause waos destine
ed'to triumph, he made o change,
(Mo resigned bis elerkship,  He pe-
ealled his money from Canndn and
canglderably Inercased at least lts nom-
Inal aionut by converting the gold in
to greatly deprecinted groenbacks,

With this eapital be opened n com
misstou and forwarding house nt Calro,
together with a cosl yard, a bank, five
wharf bonts, half a dozen tugs, un In-
surince office, a flour mill and other
things, He gent for bis brothers to act
as his clerks and presently to become
his partners,

From the begioning he made money
rapidly, and from the beginning he
was eagerly on the lookout for oppor-
tunities which In that time of rapid
change were abundant, He quickly
secared control of nearly all the com.
misslon and forwarding business that
centered ot Calro. By underbidding

the government Itself he presently had

contracts for all the vast government
business of that charucter,

He wan always ready to take up a
collatern] enterprise that promised re-
stlts,. When the Mississlpp! river was
reopenad to commerce by the fall of
Vicksburg and Port Hodson, Captain
Wil Hallam was the firat to see nnd
selze the opportunity, He bought ev.
erything be could lay his hands on In
the way of steamboats and barges and
sent them all upon trading voyages—
each under charge of a captain, but
each directed by his own masterful
mind—up and down the Missisalpp!,
and up and down the Ohlo, and up and
down every navigable tributary of
those great rivers,

It was Captaln Will Hallam’'s prac-
tice to make partners of all men who
might render him service. Thus when
be maw how great a business there
must be at Calro In supplylng Pitts-
burg stenm conl to the government
floeta on the Misslanippl and to the
thousands of other steamboats traf-
ficking In those waters be went at
onco to Plttsburg, and two days later
he bad made n certain Captaln Red his
partner In the control of that vastly
rich trade,
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Captaln Red waxs the largest owner
of the Pittsburg mines and the ploneer
In the business of carrylng coal laden !
barges 'n acres and scores of ncres
down the river, pulllng them with |
stern wheel kteamers of large power,
but stlll of a power InsuMclent for the
accomplishment of the best results,

Captain Red's fleet was unable to
control the trude, Captain Hallam
pointed out to him the desirabllity of
making U adequate and domioant,
Within two days the two had formed a
partnership which Included a number |
of New York bankers and Investors as
unknown and silent stockholders in |
the enterprise, and an abundant eapl-
tal wan provided. An order was given
for the hurrlwd bullding of the Ajax,
the Hector, the Agamemuon, the Her- !
cules and half a Jdozen other stern
wheel steamers of power so great that
thiey could enrry the conl needed for

{ elr own furnaces, but must tow it In

barges nlongside.

These powerful steamers were to
push vast fleets of coal laden barges
down the river all the way from Pltts
burg on the east to St. Louls on the
west sud New Orleans on the south,
They were to supply, through Hallam's |
agents, every town along the river and
every steambont that trafficked to any
part of It. Hallam was master of It
all. Calro was to be the central dis-
tributing point, and If anybody along |
the river owued a coal mine In Ken-
tucky or Indiana or elsewbere he was |
quickly made to understand that his
best means of marketing his produet
at a profit was to sell It through the
Hallam yards at Calro.

In the meanwhile, as one reglon aft-
or another In the south was conquered
by the Unlon arms, Captaln Hallam,
whose long river service had brought !
him Into acquaintance with pretty
nearly everybody worth knowing south
of Calro, established agents of his own
at every polut where there was cotton
to be bought at extravagant prices,
payable In gold, even while the war
was going on, These agents bought
the cotton, the planters agreelng to de-
llver It upon the banks of the rivers
and leave It there at Hallam's risk.
Then Captain Hallam's steamboats,
blg and little, would push their way up |
the little rivers, take the cotton on
board and earry It to Calro.

Captaln Will Hallam was quick to
mnke up his mind with regard to a
man. He wus exceadingly aceurate in
bis humun Judgments, too, and his con-
fidence In them hnd been strengthened
by experience In successfully acting
upon them, As he phrased It, be “knew
how to size & man up,” and as the em-
ployer of multitudes of men in all
parts of the country and ln all sorts of
cupacities he had dally need of the
#kill he had acquired In that art. It
was a8 much a part of his equipment |
for the conduct of his vast and varied
enterprise as was his money enapital
Itself. _

When young Duncan presented him-
self In the private office after his
night's vigll as a watchman Captain
Hallam asked him to sit, Captaln Hal.
lam had been lmpressed by this new-
eomer, and he wanted to talk wlith
him,

He broke at once Into a catechism.

“Why did you do that lttle fire ex-
tingulshing aet last nlght?”

He nsked the question preclsely as |
be wight have done i he bhad resented |
the saving of his wenlth of cotton. ,

“Oh, 1t wins slmple enough, The fire
meant domnge, and [ was there, So,
of course, [ put it out”

“But why? The cotton wasn't yours,
and you hadu't bheen hired to wateh 1t*

“No, of course not, But when o gen- |
tle— 1 menan when any ' decent’ man
gees property afire he doesn't ask |
whose It is Dbblore putting out the
blaze."

“You're a Viegioian, [ shoull say,
from yotir velee—late of the rebel ar-
wy. What's your rank ?" |

“None now. I've put the war com-
pletely behlud we, I'm beginuing life
anew.” |

“Good! 1 wigh everybody, north and
pouth, would do the same, But mulu‘

won't, and men aie mostly fools, you
konow. When did you get to Calro?"

“About five minutes before you saw |
me putting ont the fire, 1 came down 1'
the river on the big towboat."

“Where's your bugguge"

“On my baek. 1 bhavk no other
elothes, 1'll buy some when [ earn
#gome money."

“Where have you been since the sur-
rendert"

“Making my way west."

“How 1"

(Continued on page 6) !
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Thoroughly Illustrated

By 265 Actual Photographs
taKen at the time of the Awful
Catastrophe |
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This great book which retails at $1.50
and so much desired by every one is now
offered as a premium with

The
Morning Astorian

In order to get the Book subscribe for
the MORNING ASTORIAN atthe regular
subscription rate, 65¢c a month and 50c
‘addditional to . cover cost of express-
age.  Old subscribers can get this
book by paying the additional charge of 50c.

Only a limited number of books
will be given away---come early and
avoid the rush.
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